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Dear Members,

Between the cold weather and the lockdown things have been
very dreary for all of us these last few months. It appears
that we have quite a while to go before things will start to
feel more normal but I am hoping that you haven’t given up
on your creativity. Personally I would be much happier, and
more creative, if I could share time with other artists and 
I  believe many of you feel the same.      

I hope everyone was able to read the article in the Spectator about WAAH member
Anita  Weitzman (Stuck in her Shalom Village apartment, this Hamilton artist is ‘try-
ing to survive by  painting’ | TheSpec.com). Koodos to Anita for using her passion
for painting to help get through these very difficult times. I encourage others to find
a way to “have fun” until  things become more normal. I would also ask everyone
to think about sharing what you  have been doing over the last few months to stay
“sane” and creative.       

It does look like we will be finally completing all the necessary steps to update our
Constitution and Bylaws with notification from the Cotton Factory that a large enve-
lope has finally arrived from the Ministry of Government and Consumer Services. 
I can only assume that this will be the copies of our Supplementary Letters Patent
that we applied for last summer. Once we can forward copies of these to the
Charities Directorate we will have fulfilled all the requirements to make our new
constitution official.      

You will remember that the WAAH members voted to update the language of our
objects. The first object being:  

•To advance education in the arts by providing the public, particularly 
women, with educational programs, including workshops and lectures 
on a variety of art topics.

As we move toward what we all hope to be a more open and active community, the
board members feel it is important that we understand what our members want the
most. To assist us in planning those things that our members want to see we are
asking that you complete a short survey and will be emailing the link out soon.    

I realize we have asked for your feedback in the past. In our 2018 survey we
asked: What was your main reason for joining WAAH? We offered 10 options
including: workshops and lectures - guest speakers; networking with other artists
and social events. In 2020 we again asked this same question providing the
options: networking with other artists and social events; events, day trips, tours
etc.; workshops, lectures, career/art advancement, guest speakers. 

Continued on page 2
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HOW TO PLACE A FUNDSCRIP ORDER
Short Order form on the back page
Deadline: Deadline March 26th

Download/view: Form on our Website www.waah.ca 180 retailers & services

Place Order & Pay: Option 1: Email your order direct as a message to Karen Logan 
at treasurer@waah.ca please note “FundScrip” in the subject line.  
Pay with etransfer to treasurer@waah.ca using the password 
Fundscrip. OR Mail cheque* separately to Karen Logan (address

below}

Option 2: Mail filled out the form or hand written order and Cheque* 
{made payable to the Women’s Art Association of Hamilton} and 
mail to Karen Logan, 5 Knots Landing, Stoney Creek, ON L8E 4H2.

Delivery: You will be contacted when the cards are delivered. Pick up time TBA.

* Your order won’t be placed until payment received.

Condolences to Past
President Betty Petis
and her Family, on the
passing of her husband
Mike on February 10.
Mike always supported
Betty’s creative side and 
the WAAH. Attending many
fundraisers, and social
events. He always had a
smile on his face. Our hearts
go out to her at this very dif-
ficult time. I have attached
the link to the obituary here.

https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/thespec/obituary.aspx?n=mic
hael-johnpetis&pid=197729156  

Congratulations! Recently elected into the Ontario
Society of Artists were Jodi Kitto-Ward and Marzena
Kotapska. 
The Ontario Society of Artists is Canada’s oldest continuously
operating artists’ society. The OSA was instrumental in establish-
ing major art institutions, such as the Royal Canadian Academy
of the Arts, the National Gallery of Canada, the Art Gallery of
Ontario and the Ontario College of Art.  

Membership is achieved through an annual process which
involves two rounds of jurying, the  second round consisting of a
voting process involving the entire membership.  

The upcoming Biennial New Members’ Exhibition will be held
online from Thursday March 25th to Thursday April 22, 2021
ontariosocietyofartists.org.  

WAAH MEETINGS & EVENTS
DUE TO COVID RESTRICTIONS SOME OF
THESE EVENTS MIGHT BE CANCELLED
0R RESCHEDULED OR PRESENTED AS 
A ZOOM MEETING/EVENT.

March 25, 11am  - 1pm AGH
Collage Workshop: Limited materials 
will be provided. Please bring your own 
scissors, paint brushes and any bits & 
pieces, odds & ends and pictures you 
can cut. Old magazines are great for this.

April, (Date TBD) : TBD   

Amanda McKinney Sparrow, Programme

PLEASE RENEW at waah.ca WAAH appreciates your support during these difficult times. 

I realize now however that we did not ask you for details –
or specific ideas of what that would mean to you. 

This ON-LINE SURVEY is meant to ask you specifically for
what you, as a WAAH member, would like us to organize –
what is important to you.      

The information you provide will be critical in how we plan
our activities and goals. I encourage you to let us know
what is important to you as a member of the Women’s Art
Association of Hamilton and thank you in advance for 
taking the time to respond.    

I also remind you that we are still offering FUNDSCRIP gift
cards – this is an ongoing opportunity for WAAH to raise
funds for our programs so please consider ordering some
to use yourself – or give as gifts. Now that the stay at
home order has been lifted it will make things easier to
distribute the cards – and use them. The next deadline 
for orders is March 26 – just in time for Easter.     

I feel confident that we will be able to meet face to face,
hopefully by this summer, and look forward to enjoying our
social activities again. In the meantime, please - stay safe,
healthy and creative.      

I hope you are all thinking about your entries for the
Special 125th Exhibition. If you have any questions about
this or any other WAAH activity please let me know!     

Karen Logan, WAAH President, 2021 - 2023 

President’s Message Continued from cover
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"My Walks of Art"
In the initial lock-down of 2020, I had the privilege to turn my time
of isolation and "social  distancing" into productive time for my 
creativity.  

I've always enjoyed taking long walks to keep active and healthy, so
during the first Covid-19 lock-down in March, I began exploring my
hometown of Dundas more thoroughly, finding new paths and neigh-
bourhoods along the way. I love our town's quiet streets, the friendly
people I passed, and discovering beautiful homes - homes that tell 
us stories of the past with their  unique architecture and immaculate
gardens.                 

I've been working to capture Dundas' beauty and charm in my 
watercolour paintings for  over 20 years, previously my work focused
mostly on historical landmarks and businesses, such  as the 
Carnegie Gallery, Post Office, Piccone's shop, Dr. Bates' office,
Taylor's Tea Room, and the infamous Deluxe Restaurant 
(now the delicious Bangkok Spoon). 

The collection found in the calendar is titled "My Walks of Art".

In the begging of December, Kevin Puddister, Curator and GM of
Dundas Museum and Archive, contacted me and asked if I thought of
putting my Dundas Homes (illustrations) into a calendar. Even though,
December is my busiest month, in just 9 days I had my Dundas
Forever Calendar designed and printed. It contains 60 (of over 200
done since May 2020) illustrations of mostly residential homes, some
carrying close to 200 years of prominent history, others are simply
ordinary family homes, but hold countless beautiful stories and long
family trees of ownership - these were the ones that touched my heart
the most.   

When sometime in May I began posting my sketches to a few different
Facebook groups (most notably "If you grew up in Dundas you remem-
ber...") and have been flooded with comments about each building.
I’ve enjoyed reading conversations between community members 
(past and present) and seeing people reconnect through comments 
on a specific place and recounting their memories of it. Reading and
seeing these connections that began on my posts, during this lonely
period of "social distancing", continued to inspire me to walk more,
paint more, and create more connections.  

I plan to have “My walks of Art” history and walking guide book
ready for Christmas of 2021.   

PS. Still have few 
calendars left for sale.

Danuta Niton   

danuta@artofdesign.ca  

If you have a story to share, email your submission to waah.newseditor@gmail.com
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Honorable Mention  
Tracey-Mae Chambers  

“Wire Coral” Encaustic  $480

Honorable Mention  
Zorica Silverthorne 
“Heavy is the Head” Acrylic  $650  

Honorable Mention  
Pat Martin 
“Heejung” Oil  $375

Best In Show 
Amanda McKinney Sparrow  
“Helen, AGH Volunteer, Visions of Gratitude”
Acrylic and Coloured Pencils  $550

125th Annual Juried Exhibition “Visions 2020”

Cathy McPherson 
“If Dreams Come True” Mixed Media    

Cathy Lorraway  “Sunny Day at the Beach” Pastel   

Heather Gross  
“Sweet Summer Scent” Watercolour   

Irene Hunchak  “Nyphaea” Oil    18. Cathy Lorraway  “Daffodils” Pastel  

125th Annual Juried Exhibition will
remain up at the AGH until April 25th. 

See the article, about our exhibition 
in the current AGH Newsletter.
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Jodi Kitto-Ward  “Forest Sunlight” Acrylic    

Mary Pat Fuchs  “Blue Studio Day” Acrylic   

Sigita Roy  “Still Life #2 - Dark” Oil 

Irene Hunchuk  “Siblings” Oil   

Heather Gross  “Longfellow
Cucumber “ Watercolour    

Franca Marazia  “Living on the Edge”
Photography  

Sylvia Simpson Field Behind the Cabin  Oil    

Krystyna Smolen “Pandemic” Oil   
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Marzena Kotapska “Nighthawk” Acrylic    

Jodie Hart, “The Empath”, Oil 

Brenda McCafferty “Air O Matic” Acrylic    

Maria Sarkany “Birthday 2020” Acrylic 

Anita Thomas “Mesmerizing Maritimes” Acrylic    

Frances O'Flynn “Hope” Acrylic

Karen Logan “Chipmunk - Tamias striatus”
Chinese Brush Painting 

Pat Martin “Monika” Oil 

125th Annual Juried Exhibition “Visions 2020”

Judy Blue Anderson “Isolation”

Anne Mantini  “Ordinary Gem
No.1 - Taraxacum officinale”
Coloured Pencils  



WAAH EXHIBITIONS CALL FOR ENTRY 
Our Spring Online Exhibition call is here! You may submit up to 3 works that are inspired by the  season 
of Spring. Please send your files to me, Zorica at waah.exhibitions@gmail.com. See below for the Conditions 
of Entry. Entries are due March 1st.    
CONDITIONS OF ENTRY    
1.    A maximum of 3 works.  
2.    All mediums accepted.  
3.    Works should reflect the theme of SPRING.  
4.    Images should be no larger than 800px (both length and width)  
5.    With a maximum file size of 1MB.  
6.    Entries should be labeled with last name and title. Eg. Smith_Dancing Daffodils.jpeg  
7.    Please include the following information for each piece entered: title, medium, size, price  
8.    A short biography and blurb about the piece.      
If you have additional questions please do not hesitate to contact me.    
Cheers and happy creating, Zorica Silverthorne  
WAAH Exhibition Chair and 1st Vice President  
Women's Art Association of Hamilton  waah.exhibitions@gmail.com    

UPCOMING WAAH EXHIBITIONS FOR 2021
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Speaker: Ioana Dragomir: www.ioanadragomir.com     
Ioana Dragomir’s practice is multidisciplinary and conceptual.
Her website explains that ‘she is interested in the act of close
reading, both of literature and personal experience’ in order to
translate them into images, and that ‘she creates work that 
contains spaces into which a viewer may insert themselves’.

Conceptual Art can sometimes be challenging to access, to read,
to ‘feel’ something from. Sol LeWitt tells us, “In conceptual art
the idea or concept is the most important aspect of the work.
When an artist uses a conceptual form of art, it means that all of
the planning and decisions are made beforehand and the execu-
tion is a perfunctory affair. The idea becomes a machine that
makes the art.”

Although concept is a driving force, Ioana’s art does not strike
me as perfunctory nor machine-driven. Her approach can be inti-
mate and intuitive, and as promised, she provides spaces, or
‘holes,’ so I can enter. Ioana says of literature, “Reading thus
becomes a self-portrait, and a metaphor is a mirror in which the
writer hopes each  reader will see themselves”.

Ioana’s artworks have large themes hidden in small moments.
This is the beauty of  her work. The simple elements in her
installations remind me of haiku – minimal, open, complete.    

I would like to share my ‘reading’ of two of her works.     

‘This is the Way the World Ends’, this is a way the world ends,
this is the way a world  ends...  

This text accompanies two large drawings of stools on transpar-
ent vellum. One is tipped over. One is standing, it is hung with
the graphite facing the wall.      

Zoom Artist’s Talk, January 21

This visual poem is about the tenderness of ending a relation-
ship, of grief so pervasive the objects themselves feel the loss.
The stools are now the actors; the gone, the fallen / and the one
left behind - with so much heart missing that for a time only a
shadow-self remains, a ghost image. Not whole. Until grief per-
mits  recovery, and the self permits restoring. Until we can once
again pick ourselves up - and tidy the room.      

‘How to Feed a Family’, has framed recipes translated from
Romanian, with idioms, all measurements are in teaspoons,
ceramic eggs and cartons, recipe cards.      

This simple assembly is like a mirror that reflects the experience
of immigration. What is the most priceless heirloom, when you’ve
left everything behind? A modest scrap of paper. Grandmothers’
recipes are her gift to take to the new world, because a piece of
her heart must also make that journey-of-change. And in arriving,
so begins the struggle to understand how to find a place of
understanding. Words are translated but they’re still not clear.
Measurements are converted but they don’t quite make sense -
or they make just enough sense, that you can feel what it must
be like to be in a new world, with a modest heirloom tucked in
your pocket.     

When art provokes us, and we make meaningful connections to
thoughts and  feelings – that moment finds us wholly in a state
of empathy. This is when  we can look back at ourselves and find
our own metaphors.     

Nikola Wojewoda, Visual Artist 
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Newsletter
NEWSLETTER EDITOR:

Helena Laidlaw-Allan, 905 545 4651
waah.newseditor@gmail.com  

EDITORIAL ASSISTANCE & PROOFING: Zorica Silverthorne 
and Amanda McKinney Sparrow.

The Committee reserves the right to edit material 
when necessary. 
The WAAH Newsletter is published four times a year.
The deadlines for future newsletters are: 
Summer - Apr. 15th 2021    Fall - Aug. 15th 2021  
Winter - Nov. 15th 2021  Spring - Feb. 15th 2022 
Please email copy/photos, either put copy direct in 
email or supply a text file. Photos can be jpegs/eps files. 
Please supply caption for photos.

WAAH Membership Fees & Benefits 2020-21
Regular Membership $50.00
• Socials and special events, and scholarship fundraising
• Promotion of your workshops
• Opportunity to exhibit your work
• Quarterly newsletter
• Forum for painters to share, mentor, and increase knowledge
• Promotion of your accomplishments and exhibitions

in our newsletter
• Art Gallery of Hamilton Membership discount to WAAH Members.
• Discount at Curry’s Art Store
• Six monthly meetings with Workshop or Speaker at the Art Gallery 

of Hamilton. Six afternoon meetings, 3rd Thurs. of the month 
October, November, January, February, March, and April 1:00pm)

Enhanced Membership $60.00 also included On-line Gallery 
(includes up to 6 images and info)

Fiscal year May 1, 2020 - April 30, 2021.
To Join or Renew your Membership go to website waah.ca 
or questions call 905 664 2837.
Reminder: To enter a show or exhibition: you must be a paid up 
in full member, returning member, or new member for 30 days to be
allowed to exhibit in our show. Send any changes in address or names
to address below. We do not pro-rate dues.

Charitable # 119302362 RR001

Please to go to waah.ca for information 
on joining or renewing your WAAH Membership.

PLEASE RENEW at waah.ca WAAH appreciates your support during these difficult times. 

Women’s Art Association of Hamilton “Fundscript” Short Order Form

Date: _____________________________

Name: ________________________________________  Phone: ____________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________

Retailer/Restaurant/Service Number Denomination Total
of Cards of Cards 

List each separately For card denominations available, check the Fundscript Long Form.

1 ______________________________ X _________ $____________ =   $_________________________

2 ______________________________ X _________ $____________ =   $_________________________

3 ______________________________ X _________ $____________ =   $_________________________

Cheque       Etransfer Total Payment $_________________________

Make your cheque out to Women’s Art Association of Hamilton and mail to K. Logan, 5 Knots Landing, Stoney Creek, ON L8E 4H2
OR by Etransfer Contact WAAH Treasurer, Karen Logan  

Mail this form with your payment. Full form is on the WAAH Website with 180 Businesses to choose from.
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